
Vent Terminations 

EXIT TERMINALS OF MECHANICAL DRAFT AND DIRECT-VENT VENTING SYSTEMS 

 

 

503.8 Venting system termination location. The location of venting system terminations shall 

comply with the following (see Appendix C):  

1. A mechanical draft venting system shall terminate at least 3 feet (914 mm) above any 

forced-air inlet located within 10 feet (3048 mm).  

 

Exceptions:  

1. This provision shall not apply to the combustion air intake of a direct-vent appliance.  

 

2. This provision shall not apply to the separation of the integral outdoor air inlet and flue 

gas discharge of listed outdoor appliances. 

 

2. A mechanical draft venting system, excluding direct-vent appliances, shall terminate at 

least 4 feet (1219 mm) below, 4 feet (1219 mm) horizontally from, or 1 foot (305 mm) 

above any door, operable window or gravity air inlet into any building. The bottom of the 

vent terminal shall be located at least 12 inches (305 mm) above finished ground level. 

3. The vent terminal of a direct-vent appliance with an input of 10,000 Btu per hour (3 

kW) or less shall be located at least 6 inches (152 mm) from any air opening into a 

building, and such an appliance with an input over 10,000 Btu per hour (3 kW) but not 

over 50,000 Btu per hour (14.7 kW) shall be installed with a 9-inch (230 mm) vent 

termination clearance, and an appliance with an input over 50,000 Btu/h (14.7 kW) shall 

have at least a 12-inch (305 mm) vent termination clearance. The bottom of the vent 

terminal and the air intake shall be located at least 12 inches (305 mm) above finished 

ground level. 



Vent Terminations 

503.5.4 Chimney termination. Chimneys for residential-type or low-heat appliances shall extend at least 

3 feet (914 mm) above the highest point where they pass through a roof of a building and at least 2 feet 

(610 mm) higher than any portion of a building within a horizontal distance of 10 feet (3048 mm) (see 

Figure 503.5.4). Chimneys for medium-heat appliances shall extend at least 10 feet (3048 mm) higher 

than any portion of any building within 25 feet (7620 mm). Chimneys shall extend at least 5 feet (1524 

mm) above the highest connected appliance draft hood outlet or flue collar. Decorative shrouds shall 

not be installed at the termination of factory-built chimneys except where such shrouds are listed and 

labeled for use with the specific factory-built chimney system and are installed in accordance with the 

manufacturer's installation instructions. 

 


